Sil257 INTERVIEW WITH DOREEN

3500 words

What do you know about what’s happened on the Pepys state?

0.20

When Pepys put in for their SRB bid and Lewisham put in for the Silwood SRB bid, the government said no you can’t have two in one place, you got to join them together. That was done and yes Silwood did have some projects out the SRB money. 

0.52

Apart from the demolition side of things, they had some projects but it was like you had a years money and then as soon as that was finished that was it, it was dropped like a hot cake and then it might have been money for another year or something else. The only one that carried on was Loop, which is now almost gone. 

01.19

However on peeps they didn’t have any demolition or any building of any description that was all projects. But because it was joined to Silwood, it sounded to outsiders as though everything was hunky dorey. Everything was going on in the one place it’s only people that knew that Pepys and Silwood where completely different places. Yes we where getting some projects funding for something or another. 

02:12

Nothing that happened on Pepys touched us, we didn’t get involved in anyway, the beginning there was a certain amount of why have they got that money it’s ours. Because it wasn’t explained to us that it wasn’t, it was putting into the same for the two things in the one bid. But that wasn’t explained to us, we just thought we where using it part of our money for Pepys as well. 

02:43

So we didn’t really get involved with Pepys at all, we should have done now, looking back we should have at least found out what was happening there, and maybe it could have happened to an area state as well. Maybe if we had realized we could have perhaps of gone into something on those lines.

Q pilot

03.32  

No, we didn’t. As far as we were concerned everything that happened on Pepys, was happening on Pepys and that was it, end of story, there was nothing to say that it might, if it was successful on Pepys it might come over to our estate, I mean how could it, they were pulling down the community centre. There wouldn’t have been anywhere to have done anything like that on Silwood. I mean, but we didn’t hear about it anyway, we didn’t hear that possibility at all, and I think I went to every meeting I could, so I would of heard, I think.

Q. Silwood area-knowledge?

04:57

Not at the beginning no, as far as we were concerned it was Silwood, and that was it, and then we realised that Pepys was involved, and its only after that that New cross was mentioned and various other places down that area. But no, as far as we were concerned it was just our estate, at the beginning it was just our estate.

(ice cream)

Q. Scheme expanded?

06:02

I’m not even sure of that, I know Pepy’s was involved from more or less the beginning, yeah, Pepys was involved from the beginning, I remember that. But I don’t remember New cross being involved, that’s the only other place I can think of, but I don’t remember that being involved at the time, at the beginning. 

06:27

I was involved with Loop and suddenly all the stuff…the new stuff…that was coming up via Loop was all down New Cross way and we did wonder why. And that’s when we found out, that’s part of the SRB …area, because we wanted stuff to happen here, as far as we were concerned originally Loop included part of Southwark as well but everything was going down towards New Cross.

I mean I didn’t know New Cross was involved in the beginning. I don’t know whether it was, or whether it was added on later.

Q. Good info?

07:36

No. Definitely not, no. I felt… I go to all the meetings so I know a lot more than a lot other people do, but I felt completely out of my depth a lot of the time, I was just tagging along and listening to what was being told to me, and realising that I’d go to a meeting and realise that a goalpost had been shifted, possibly by the government, but, ok, they’d still shifted, which meant that things on this estate were different to what they were originally going to be. 

And this kept happening. Various reasons were given for various things being done differently. Which meant that things that were said at the beginning, in the end, you just got so confused you didn’t know what was happening. I mean I didn’t, and as I say I went to most of the meetings…so, I feel let down, completely. By the whole thing really, so much so that when I read in the newspaper about so and so estate going down the regeneration road, I go, don’t go down that road please, because its terrible.  But thinking about it, it probably isn’t if it’s done properly, but in our case, its not good.

Q. Stonebridge-back to council.

09:12

I didn’t actually, no, it’s interesting.

Q.Spectacle

09:28

That says something, doesn’t it. Councils, with all their problems and all the things you don’t like about them, Yeah, It says something that does.

Q. Wrong with meetings?

10:02

    The meetings were Lewisham led. The whole thing was Lewisham led. And were run by SRB people, which are Lewisham people. The minutes were taken by SRB Lewisham people and if something was missed out it wasn’t always put in as an error the following time. It’s almost as if, we’re just the people who live here. What do we know? What do we need to know, Because even things like, if you brought up the fact that there was nowhere to play, nowhere to play football on the estate, they just kept coming out with the same things, ‘oh, everybody’s got a garden’. 

10:53

Who took the decision to build houses and everybody having gardens? We never had a thing going round the estate at the beginning saying, you can either have small blocks with space or houses with gardens, maybe we’d have chosen different. I don’t know. That wasn’t apparent until it’d all gone through and they all had gardens. And then I’d say, ‘and which gardens going to have the football match tonight then’, how daft can you get. So we have nowhere to play football on this entire estate. And it’s needed. All we’ve got is plenty of roads and streets, so all we get are these bikes going up and down, up and down, driving us nuts. 

Q. Continuity?

11:55  

No, defiantly not. We’d just get used to one lot of people and then one of them would leave and a little while later someone else would come, and so you’d start to get used to them and so it went on. And everyone, as I was saying about the community facility earlier, when that person left it all stopped. So definitely no continuity with people working on the Silwood SRB. They weren’t even on the estate at the beginning or the end, only the middle bit. They had both of them on the estate then, but that wasn’t all the way through.

Q. Same meeting

12:50

Probably that’s why you get addled in the brain, you think, oh what are they taking about. In the end you think I don’t care. You do, because you go to all the meetings but you think, oh I don’t care, its too hard for me. 

I think to myself when I’m reading the paper, don’t go down that road, it’s too painful.

 Q. 

13:29

I think it was always going to be like it is, because I remember before the tenants association… And this was annoying too… we had tenants coming to us saying they’re going to pull down Silwood, now if you’ve lived on Silwood as long as I have, every five years they’re going to do this scheme where they’re going to pull down Silwood, so you took no notice of it. 

13:49

But it turns out this was just before a council election, local election. And the Lewisham councillors at the time were telling tenants, ‘Oh. It’s going to be a garden estate, cottage estate, it’s going to be really nice. Houses with gardens.’ So that came back to the TA from the tenants, and in the end I wrote letters to say, can you tell us whats going on… So that was the first we heard about it. Back to front. 

14:23

So I think it was in the councils mind, what they were going to do, was what they were going to do. And not being involved with anything like this ever before, we just went along with it because it’s only now, going to other meetings, other TA’s and other people from other estates, that I realise, oh my God, we could have done that. But at the time we knew nothing. And section 106… What’s that!… I now know but I didn’t then and it wasn’t ever mentioned and other people didn’t know about that either. And that’s what’s building our community centre, that money. Good of them isn’t it.

15:30

But I suppose in their view it’s what we always wanted. A community centre. We kept on about it long enough. But that’s what we’ve got this really ‘iconic’ building, with flats above it. It’s ridiculous!    

Q. Future?

16:09

We need a building. You need a centre, of some description and that’s the only one we’ve got. Quite how we can manage it I don’t know but that is what’s needed. That community building is needed, and even us as the Southwark Silwood TNRA, goes off at a tangent and disappears. There’s the new Lewisham Silwood TNRA, they’re going to need a base, as is the youth centre, and all the other things on the estate, they’re going to need a base. So they’ve got to have a building, so somehow it’s got to work. As I say, whether we’re involved with it or not is neither here nor there, somehow its got to be made to work. I mean we have got another option, they haven’t, it’s the only thing they’ve got.

Q.

17:09

That was mentioned, yeah community trust, we could do that (laughs). That’s like another hat isn’t it, it’s another difficult job that tenants and residents are supposed to do. I think I went to a meeting about community trust as well, at another community trust, that’s right I remember that now. 

17:35

I wasn’t that enamored because I thought, oh god that’s a lot of hard work. And bearing in mind, for years I’ve been doing a lot of hard work anyway, I didn’t fancy taking that on as something extra. It’s ok if there’s a lot of other people dying to get on and be community trust. But it doesn’t work like that. 

17:53

So I just didn’t fancy the idea, but I think that’s possibly where it’s going to end up. But at least London and Quadrant are willing at this time to at least start the community centre off, get it on an even keel, then possibly community trust can come later.

Q. 5 years free

16:57

Yeah that would start us off wouldn’t it. But I don’t think we’re going down that road somehow.

Q. 106 money

19:05

No, I don’t. I don’t remember figures anyway, so even if I’ve seen it I don’t know.

Q. Seen?

19:14

I don’t think so, No. Because it was mentioned at one of the meetings by me, and everybody else said what’s that. And it was explained t them, what it was. And then we supposed to get some details back. But I don’t remember ever seeing them. So I don’t think any of us have seen it.

Q.

19:48

I even asked at one of our community council meetings, Is it possible to use section 106 money that’s in one borough, in another borough. And I will admit that he didn’t know. This was Southwark, he didn’t know. Because I was thinking this at the time when I first discovered section 106 money. And I thought We’ve had a regeneration so we should have some of that, and that’s the first I’ve heard about it. And then it’s only later when I heard they were using it for the community centre, that we asked them about it-which we shouldn’t have done. I could tell by the face…it’s not been nice at all, but I’m still here because I chose to be renovated instead of demolished…

 Just get bogged down by it all, it goes on and on…

Q. Under the table info 

explain 106

22:41

It’s when a regeneration goes ahead, the people who want to do the regenerating promise to pay money to the community around the area, that’s going to have to put up with all the work and all the demolition and whatever else, for whatever, to help them in some way.

23:14

As I say at the beginning of this SRB, we’d never heard of it before, and it was only when I went to the big Canada Water regeneration, where they’re talking openly about the section 106 money. Some, not this, but some estates that are right on there. They’re getting help. They’re getting money. And they’re working with them to get this thing done, which is what its all about.

23:50

It was only us bringing up the fact, what section 106 money have we got, that we found there was some. Its like finding out through the back door. Because it wasn’t mentioned at all, at any of the meetings as far as I know. Unless I missed that one.   

24:21

The pub, that’s gone. That’s no more, we had an empty pub on the estate, the oldest thing on the estate really wasn’t it. It was left empty and we suddenly decided that it might be an idea to have that as a community facility, but strangely enough it got broken into and burnt and now its demolished, it’s dangerous we couldn’t go in there, couldn’t have it. And I think London or Quadrant said they’d already bought it…

25:18

I think that part of the estate’s going to be private, completely private. They’ve got to do something with the railways, mind you that’s gone through. Network 2000’s gone through… its the London Bridge where they’re going to demolish part of borough market and there going to take a whacking great viaduct right across the street. One of the pubs is going to be chopped down. The top story is going to go, and it’s going to improve London Bridge station but it’s mainly to get people from there to there with Land in the middle. 

26:14

But the reason I’m bringing it up now is because the state of the arches along Silwood street, they’ve been left because in…it tells you, 2000 it’s now 2007 so its taken this long. And when it’s done it will effect these arches. And I think they’ve got plans to do stuff with them, but they weren’t going to do it until this had got through or not. So they will be done, but know knows when. Just the other week I read it. 

Q. Mill wall

27:11

Not until I read it in the local paper, in fact I still don’t really know much about it. It’s just it was mentioned then and we haven’t really heard about it since. Whether it’ll affect us or not I don’t know. It might do something with Bollina road, that’s a bit of a state, that’s the way through to Mill Wall from our estate…

28.24

We inherited Mill wall-thanks.

They built us a nice Eaton power plant out the back

Then we were going to get this depo, this East London line depo and I thought Oh God not I again. But we didn’t get that in the end. But when they’ve got the Peckham route, possibly Clapham junction two, when that goes through it will curl round the back of our estate. I think there’s going to be a new station, by the ealterdom Rd. The rest of it’s gone through. 

29:12

This December they’re going to close the whole line down. And I think it’s about the middle of 2009 it will reopen, but it will be an overland not an underground. We’ll be able to go to Crystal palace, West Croydon. And that’s going across to the New Cross Gate, the all these other places. Then when they get planning permission for the Peckham and… Clapham Junction, that’s’ the one that’s going to go around the estate. 

30:34

So from surrey quays you’ll be able to go to Clapham Junction, so they don’t have to get to the middle of London to go out. Which at the moment you’ve got to go to waterloo. The East London line will be a good thing, I’ve got to admit. But we’ve got to put up with all the building and all the rail laying and stuff. But that’ll be quite good

Q. Better or Worse

31:23

Do you mean community wise or the do you mean the look of it. The look of it yes you’ve got the houses the gardens, and a lot of people are enjoying living in houses with gardens, as against the ninth floor of Lambourne house, so yes, possibly it’s a nicer place physically. I’m not saying there’s not problems with houses but that’s not down to me, 

31:56

But, because there’s nowhere for the kids to play, they’re in the streets and we’ve had a lot of problems, mainly with the street behind, because we never had a street behind us, and we’ve got a street behind us now, full of people and we’ve had a lot of problems with them, so much so that the people in these blocks have voted to stop off the walk ways, we’ve got two walk ways going through, I don’t quite know where we’re going with it, but they’ve got enough people now to say yes, we want them stopped off. 

32:36

And the council are running with it at the moment, we’re not quite sure where we’re going, a lot of it is coming from the new build, and a lot of the people lived on the estate anyway so its not new people or anything like that. So, it’s a nicer place I terms of houses with gardens, lets face it most people want to live in a house with I garden, I mean, I’m in a masonette, I’ve got a block above me, but I’ve got a ground floor with two gardens, It’s lovely, I don’t want to move. So from that respect it’s better. But people wise, I mean, we’re having a lot of problems. 

33:19

And being on the boundary doesn’t help. You go to Rotherhildes ‘save the neighbourhood meetings’, I do, and I have to say to them, are you talking to the Lewisham lot? 'yeah we’re talking to Lewisham' as soon as I mention where I live, 'Yeah, I don’t worry, we're sorting it’. Its more complicated because you’ve got the boundary behind you, everything has to be double, you’ve got the motor bike racing down St. Helena Rd. next thing you know they’re down concord way. That’s Lewisham this is Southwark, who do you phone up? You end up not bothering….

34:11

And you speak to different people you get different answers from that. And I’m happy in that I still live where I want to live but there’s people that were forced to move, because when your decanted, you don’t have the choice, and you’re reassessed, you see, that’s fun, oh no you’re on your own, you’ve got to have one bedroom, flats are nice in some of the places, they’re quite happy with the flat and where it is and everything like that but they’ve suddenly realised their all shut in. 

34:54

A couple of them lived on Gilham, they’d come out the front, one lived on the ground floor so she’d come out, she’d chat away to all and sundry, and others lived on the top floor, but they could still come out on the balcony and look out and see the world go be. Now there’s no where to go, they’ve got a little balcony but they’re separate from anyone else, because the haven’t got a bacony next to another balcony they just feel shut in. So that’s another thing for community centre, you need something where you can have something for single people in their own, to get to meet other single people on their own. Just to have a cup of tea or something. It’s something else that could be done. So you do need that building, you definitely need that building.    

